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1. A% the request of tho SMA (General Rudenko, General Olesnowloz, Colon:Y Michin,

Colonel Tulpanov) all Mimister-Presidents of the Bussian Zone were csijed to

Berlin for a conference beginning onm 18 July 1947. The following points were

o:_xfheagendat '

a, Formation of a German Central Administration for Foreign and Interzonal Trades

b. Examination of the attitude of the provineial govermments to this body and
the effect this new formation would have on the work of the various goverrnmentis,

Za A1l Lander and provinces were represented, except Saxomy, which sent ro

repregentative o the conference. The reason given by Saxony for not sttending

the conference was that, since no represenitative had taken part in the pre-
1iminary disoussions it was considered that the action of Berlin in calling
thls conference was a violation of Saxony's interests. The Government of

Saxony notified Cencral Dombrovski, chlef of the SMA in Dresden, of its actlon

and obtained his support.

3. This action on the part of the Govermment of Saxony infurlated the re; wsentatives
of the Gsrman Cantral Admimistrations and the SHA, Ministerialdirektc: Haupt v‘

i)
g

in Dresden was considered rosponsible for the fallure of a Saxon repr::

ntative

to attend, and hls arrest was ordered by the SMA., The President of Szxony was

ordered to attend.

4L« The conference began at 11:00 on 18 July with the introduction of Josef Orlopp °
as President of the new Central Administration for Foreign and Interzonal Trade,
From the openlng speeches, it was made clear that the néw Central Administration

had priority over all the other Cantral Administrations. Only the Wirtschaft

S

komulssion (Economic Commission) takes precedence, and it will meet only once
a month, The Economlc Commission has in effect only an illusory velue since it

consists of one representative from each Land and grnvince‘, i.e0 fg_gs gteg
T

compared with seven votes from the Centrel Administrations, seven entd

of

vhich have votes, ALl Central Administration presidents are to be represented’
at a later date, which means that the Administrations will have fourtecn votes.

There is also one representative of the SED Party Headquarters, Herr Wolf,
and ome representative from Rudenko's staff.

5 The Ministers complajned that the statutes of the new Central Administration
‘ turned the various Lander into a “sow which Berlin would perpeiually milk
but never feed.® The fepresentatives from Saxony-Anhalt and Thuringia made
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particularly strong protests. Two repregent:tives from Weimar, vho’

dared state that this would mean that Tharinria would be bled vhite 5 TEve

asked by a Dussian officer to leave the conference room; they did not

rﬂe:tmg. This successfully put sn end to all protests on the part of
Lander,

. ' . 0X1-HUM
6. Orlopp, Leuscher, head of the Eeonomie Commissision, Handlte and Tolonel I.LtchinS 0X1-HU

then had a nrivate conference in vhich the so~called Dxpertbonua  vas discuseed.
Comment : | It wos decided that this bomus
sho! eXp t0 tho Linder representatives. 50X1-HUM

?s A1l tho !linisterlooked favorably on this device, except for the representative
from Thurin~ia, who insisted on the right to export frecly, without having to
consult the new Central .\dministration and vithout being placed under “he control
of the S!A und the Economic Comrission. linisterial=direktor Diedermann was
the main pillar of the Thuringion resistance and had tho support of thy
Thuringian Minister-President,

8. Since the proposals had to be carried unaninously, it vas decided to adjourn the
conference until 26 or 28 July, In the neantime attempts were to be made to
exclude Herr Biedermarm from future neetings, The Minister-President of
Thuringia is considered to be a %00l in the hands of Pieck and it vas hoped
that he wovld be won around to the Lxportbonus idea.,

9s In hls concluding speech, Orlopp stated that his instructions were to ke the
new Administration an instrument to break the Rritish and jmerican holsi on
the export narket of Furope, even if dumping amd under-cutting had to e
rasorted to, ’ )
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